Keith Observation 2/4/11 

Notes 

9:00 Students filing in; Mr. H doing hall duty, greeting students, kids getting name tags, sharpening pencils 

On the far board: DGP, Stems, HR Research, “I am what I am”

Students studying stems, talking about BM

9:05 Bell rings; Mr. H at door answering students questions, greets class “Good morning” reminds students to get out their daybooks and do their DGP

“Who wants to be my helper with DGP” 

Destiny asks students for help with what to put where 

9:09 Announces stems test is coming up; students request some time to study; Mr. H gives them 5 minutes to study; students talk with themselves, ask questions/quiz each other

Mr. H asks about “literary winners” from class yesterday and passing out rewards

9:12 Student walks in late; Mr. H gets him caught up
Mr. H circulating and addressing students questions; some students reading a book
9:15 Mr. H asks students to put notes away and begins passing out test; tells them to get out BM after taking test, work on character charts, or just read
9:17 Mr. H taking attendance during test, addressing questions from students
9:19 Students turning test; getting copy of BM and working quietly while others finish. Mr. H writing in db
Response
What about your gum? It needs to go, sorry! ( 

Class seems really nice, normal activities happening right now; relaxed but focused environment

I like the students helping with filing in sentence and you asking additional “why” questions; you may feel shaky about this, but your delivery of this shows you really know this! Great job! 

I’m not sure students were really clear about this or listening to you. Just maybe do this “reward” thing before they start studying?

Good to have clear things to do after finished with test! 

Test process seems to work well here; good job of reminding students to get BM, getting students on task after test, etc. 

9:23: A few students still testing. Mr. H reminds students of requirements for daybook check for today—Harlem Ren notes and character charts. 

9:28: Moving into talk about BM; goes over the expectations for the first stems test and how Mr. H will assess this first test like this. 

9:34: “Thank you Regina! If you don’t have your db open to your character chart, you can do that now. What can you tell me about Diondra?” Students begin sharing out loud, student writing down these things in their daybook

9:39: Moving on to Tyrone 

9:42: New student reading a new character

9:44: Clarifying how to move forward if run out of pages w/ db for character charts; continuing discussion of Amy

9:50: “another white girl” 

I love them reading this in the different parts/roles. Totally gives the characters a voice. All students engaged, following along, they seem to really be into it. Totally going to share what I’m observing with YA Lit class!

I like the playfulness; how do you deal with any moments if they don’t respond; good job asking students to draw from previous ideas of character, maybe remind them to flip back in books, look back at db notes, etc. 

Good job pointing out the poetic language and devices with Diondra and charcoal to watercolors

Just a random note, I’m glad a white guy is reading Tyrone! 

How has the volunteering to read gone? How quickly have you moved through the book this week? 

Good job using a diff color marker on board. Smart idea to help students see points about each character; Be sure you don’t block board after writing…it’s hard though to navigate the board. 

It seems like the same people are responding. How might you adjust your request for response, so others can have opportunities?  

Your students are picking out some really important moments; be sure to praise, praise, praise these moments! 

Wonder why you wanted to point this out? I’m sure it’s been coming up, who is what race etc, but just wondered. 

9:55: Why does she want an Africana name? 

9:57: Finish up info on Sheila; passes out post it notes; asks students to find a moment of learning that stands out to them and write on note why this moment stands out to them; provides examples out loud “in this moment of learning I realized something about marginalization…”; reminds them of putting an X at the top of entries if they don’t want him to read it; reminds them to be sure notes for HR are there, DGP is there, and flagging moment of learning

9:59: Thank you for class. Hope ya’ll have a good day!” 

Great question! I like that you chose to volley that question back; One student put her db up, but then takes it back out b/c she knows she needs to write this stuff down. 

I think it would be good to have these instructions written down for them. They seemed a little confused about what to put where and it felt rushed. 

